SIERRA RELDADING MAMNUAL - SIKTH EDITION

7.7 # 58mm JAPANESE ARISAKA

Test Specifications: f _

Firearm Used: Type 99 Rifle

Barrel Length: 25” |

Twist: 1 x 9.75” 311 -

Case: Norma

Trim-to Length: 2.260” 341

429
Primer: Remington 9 1/2

Remarks:
Making a major change in ordnance -
during a war is an extremely difficult task.
This fact was driven home to the Italians
when they began to replace their 6.5mm
Carcanos with the ill-fated 7.35mm
Carcano at the onset of WWIL. In the |
early 1930s, these same considerations g
prompted our own Ordnance Corps to _L
t
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adopt the M1 Garand in 30-06, rather A=
than the Garand’s earlier chambering,
the 276 Pederson. The Japanese Army, I'— 470 "|
however, felt the need outweighed the
disadvantages. Undaunted by the potential problems, the Imperial forces
adopted the 7.7x58mm Arisaka in 1939.

Experiences in China showed the need for a more powerful service rifle
cartridge than their existing 6.5x50mm service round. Considerations of
producing more effective tracer and armor-piercing projectiles dictated a
larger caliber, and the 7.7mm was deemed the correct size. This was not
coincidental because the Japanese were already using a dimensionally
identical 7.7mm semi-rimmed cartridge in their Type 92 heavy machine
gun. Adapted to feed and function through a bolt-action rifle, the rimless
7.7x58mm Arisaka should not be mistaken for the earlier cartridge. In
service, this similarity can cause serious confusion. In the case of these
two 7.7mm cartridges, the Type 92 machine gun could not use the new
rimless case, while the older semirimmed cartridge (intended for the Type 92
machine gun) could be used in the new Type 99 bolt-action rifle. Generating
approximately 2400 fps with a 184 grain bullet, the 7.7x58mm packed more
punch than the older 6.5x50mm cartridge.

The 7.7x58mm nearly duplicates the 303 British in performance. As
such, it is adequate for most big game applications. Unlike many of its
military contemporaries, the 7.7mm Arisaka has never been widely used
as a sporting cartridge. However, it can be reloaded with very good results,
and boxer-style cases are still available from Norma. Reloading dies are
available from most major manufacturers, leaving no reason why a Type 99
in good condition cannot be put back into service.

INDICATES MAXIMUM LOAD - USE CAUTION .
1298 LOADS LESS THAN MINIMUM CHARGES SHOWN ARE NOT RECOMMENDED. ﬂ%@
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VIIl. RIFLE LEGALY RELDADING DATA

7.7 § 58mm JAPANESE ARISAKA

Bullet Caliber Weight Type

== #2300 311" 150qr. SPT 3.050"
Powder v Velocity > 2300 2400 2500 2600 2700

IMR-3031 399 413 428 442 456

IMR-4895 414 428 442 456 47.0

IMR-4064 434 447 459 472

IMR-4320 434 448 461 475 4838

H380 458 474 489 505

IMR-4350 490 504 518 532

Energy Ft. Ibs 1762 1918 2081 2251 2428

Special Load Powder Grains  Velocity fps Energy Ft. Ib
Accuracy Load IMR-4320 47.5 2600 2251
Hunting Load IMR-4320 48.8 2700 2428

ﬂ m INDICATES MAXIMUM LOAD - USE CAUTION 1299
EIUIUAY  LOADS LESS THAN MINIMUM CHARGES SHOWN ARE NOT RECOMMENDED.



SIERRA RELDADING MANUAL - SIHTH EDITION

7.7 & 58mm JAPANESE ARISAKA

Bullet Caliber Weight Type C.0.A.L.
(B===— 315 311" 174gr. HPBT MatchKing 3.150”
== 310 311" 180gr. SPT 3.150”
Powder v Velocity > 2100 2200 2300 2400 2500
IMR-3031 373 390 406 423
IMR-4895 389 404 420 435 450
IMR-4064 402 416 430 444 458
IMR-4320 400 414 429 443 457
H380 426 444 461 479 496
IMR-4350 457 469 481 493 505
Energy Ft. Ibs 1704 1870 2043 2225 2414
Special Load Powder Grains  Velocity fps Energy Ft. Ib
Accuracy Load H380 479 2400 2225
Hunting Load IMR-4350 505 2500 2414

INDICATES MAXIMUM LOAD - USE CAUTION .
1300 LOADS LESS THAN MINIMUM CHARGES SHOWN ARE NOT RECOMMENDED. ﬂg@



